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Increment Financing Authority, handling all aspects including maintaining all records and issuing bonds. 
She also serves as the administrator of the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, including the 
recommended designation of Brownfield districts, the preparation of Brownfield Plans, and the 
administration of activities relating to the various programs relating to the Brownfield program, 
including the development of a City revolving Loan program and the coordination of Brownfield Tax 
Credits with MEDC.  
 
Ms. Claus is also the administrator of the City’s Local Development Financing Authority, which 
provides funding for the new Sault Ste. Marie SmartZone, where she sits on the Board of Directors. 
Before being appointed to her current positions Kristen Claus was the City Planner for the City of Sault 
Ste. Marie for over three years. Ms. Claus has managed several state and federal grants for the City.  In 
her planning capacity she served as staff support to the City Commission, Planning and Development 
Commission, Historical Development Commission, Airport Advisory Board, and various other 
commissions, boards, and advisory groups assigned by the Planning Director.  
 
Ms. Claus holds a Masters Degree in Urban Planning from Eastern Michigan University and a B.S. 
Degree in Aviation Management and Operations from Western Michigan University. Among her past 
experience, Kristen was employed as the Clerk/Treasurer of the Village of Stockbridge and as an 
Aviation Planner for Mead and Hunt. As an Aviation Planner she was responsible for airport master 
plans, site selections studies, state aviation system plans, feasibility studies, airport zoning, and airport 
land use compatibility guidance. 
               
 
Felicia Fairchild 
Executive Director 
Saugatuck – Douglas Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Phone: 269.857.1701 
Email: fvfairchild@comcast.net  
            
Ms. Fairchild is a seasoned executive with extensive experience in both the international and U.S. 
domestic travel industries.  She began her career with Pan American World Airways in New York City 
where she served in various executive level Marketing and Public Affairs positions.  She also held 
Executive Level Marketing positions with Columbia Air, Pacific Southwest Airlines and Air West 
International before joining UNICEF as Director of Public Relations/ Communications for the United 
States. 
 
She is currently the Executive Director of the Saugatuck/Douglas Area Convention & Visitors Bureau 
where she is credited with raising tourism revenues 1,597% since her arrival.  Under her leadership the 
Bureau was named one of the top 10 small visitors bureaus in the United States, by the U.S. Department 
of Commerce, based on her innovative marketing practices.  From 1993 to 2001 Ms. Fairchild was 
appointed by Governor Engler as a Travel Commissioner for the State of Michigan.  As a Commissioner 
she was instrumental in resurrecting the luxury cruise industry in the Great Lakes and spearheaded the 
return of luxury cruise ships into Michigan waters after a 35-year absence. She has served as president 
of the “Michigan’s Beachtowns” Association since 2003; she was recently appointed Vice Chair Media 
for the Board of Directors of the Michigan Port Cities Collaborative; she serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Great Lakes Small Harbors Coalition and is the appointed liaison to the Saugatuck-
Douglas Harbor Committee for the Tri Community area. Ms. Fairchild was also named by the region's 
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Business Journal as one of the 26 most influential women in West Michigan and received the Tourism 
Industry Service Award from the West Michigan Tourist Association.  
 
 
Carolyn Gawlik, Sr. 
Director for Transportation, Distribution and Logistics 
Detroit Regional Chamber 
Phone: 313.596.0443 
Email: cgawlik@detroitchamber.com 
 
Carolyn Gawlik holds an MBA from University of Detroit Mercy and a BA from Michigan State 
University in Materials and Logistics Management. Ms. Gawlik joined the Detroit Regional Chamber in 
2007 and was appointed as Senior Director of the Transportation, Distribution and Logistics Program in 
February 2011. As Senior Director, Ms. Gawlik is responsible for TranslinkeD, an initiative to create a 
regional industry cluster of excellence around transportation, distribution and logistics by linking the 
region's rich assets in business, talent, infrastructure and location. TranslinkeD connects people who are 
working to bring more freight to the region and expand the TDL industry, thereby creating jobs and 
investment. 
 
 
Bryce Kelley 
Development Officer 
ADC, Interim Chief Administrative Officer 
Wayne County EDGE 
Phone: 313.224.7553 
Email: bkelley@co.wayne.mi.us  
  
Bryce Kelley is a Development Officer for Wayne County’s Economic Development Growth Engine 
(EDGE) and serves as the Interim Chief Administrative Officer for the Aerotropolis Development 
Corporation.  He previously held a series of senior management positions for Van Buren Township in 
Western Wayne County.   During his tenure in Van Buren Township,  Mr. Kelley was fortunate to be a 
part of and in some cases the lead administrator for:   planning and development of the Grace Lakes 
Corporate Center;  creation and management of the township’s Local Development Finance 
Authority;   development of over 3 million square feet of new industrial/warehouse space, over 300,000 
square feet of new retail space, and approximately 3000 residential dwelling units;  planning and 
negotiation of over $10,000,000 in funding for reconstruction of public roads through Federal, State, 
County and local programs;  purchase of over 80 acres of vacant land for public use;  issuance of nearly 
$40,000,000 in economic development bonds; and $500,000 in CDBG programming and projects. 
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11:10am    Panel Discussion: What are the key actions to drive asset and infrastructure 

integration? 
 
 
Panel Members: 
             
 
Christopher Dingman 
Northern Border Specialist 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Phone: 517.702.1830 
Email: Christopher.Dingman@dot.gov 
 
Christopher Dingman joined the Federal Highway Administration in 2007, and was named the Northern 
Border Transportation Specialist in October 2010.  In that role, he assists the 11 Northern Border States 
with surface transportation policy initiatives, intermodal research, and the project development process 
along the 5,525 mile U.S./Canadian border. 
 
Prior to joining FHWA, Mr. Dingman spent a combined 12 years as a transportation planner with the 
metropolitan planning organizations in Muskegon and Grand Rapids.   
 
Chris holds degrees from Grand Valley State University in Michigan and the University of Nebraska.  
He works out of the FHWA Michigan Division office in Lansing.   
 
 
Marge Byington 
Executive Director for Corporate Affairs 
Continental Rail Gateway  
Phone: 313.719.6422 
Email: mbyington@crgateway.com 
 
Marge Byington, whose Michigan roots are seven generations deep, has a background in public policy, 
business and community service. She has been involved with the Detroit-Windsor rail tunnel and border 
freight capacity issues since 1998. Presently she is Executive Director of Corporate Affairs for the 
Continental Rail Gateway.   
      
Byington served on the Kent County Board of Commissioners in Grand Rapids area from 1978-88, 
including three years as its first female chair. In Lansing, she was chief deputy director of the Michigan 
Department of Commerce from 1991-93 as an appointee of Gov. John Engler. Areas of focus included 
industry-focused job training, as well as initiatives to attract and retain businesses. 
      
The next government position took her to Detroit as an economic development adviser to Mayor Dennis 
Archer in the mid-1990s, when she helped develop economic development strategies. 
 



 

I
R
a
  
C
A
C
F
  
A
a
a
 
 
B
A
D
J
P
E
 
B
W
c
o
m
 

 
J
D
M
 
K
d
r
 
K
a
p
P
 

In the private
Renaissance 
automotive s

    
Community 
Aquinas Col
Center (exec
Foundation. 

    
Among civic
and Michiga
award.   

Bradley Hul
Assoc. Profe
Dept. of Man
John Carroll 
Phone: 216.3
Email: bzhul

Bradley Hull
Western Res
career in the 
oil and chem
managed mu

 
Janice Karch
Developmen
Michigan.  

Karcher ‘s cu
development
regional coll

Karcher spea
actively invo
programs. K
Project. 

Grea
Kellog

e sector duri
Zone of Det

suppliers.  

activities inc
lege in Gran

cutive board)
 

c honors are 
an Women's F

ll 
essor and Re
nagement, M
University 

397.4182 
ll@jcu.edu 

l, Ph.D., held
serve Univer
oil and chem

mical supply 
uch of the Al

 
Janice Kar
Vice Presid
Genesee Re
Phone: 810
Email: jkarc

her, Vice Pre
nt Group at th

urrent duties
t strategy an
aboration an

arheaded stra
olved in econ
archer is a c

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

ing the late 1
troit through

clude service
nd Rapids (1
), Michigan A

an Athena A
Foundation 

id Chair 
Marketing, an

d prior facul
rsity and Ken
micals indus
chains. He d
laskan Oil su

rcher  
dent 
egional Cham
.600.1430 
cher@thegrc

esident – Eco
he Genesee R

s include the
d support of

nd governme

ategic planni
nomic develo
urrent partic

ternational 
East Lansing,

1990s, Bying
h revitalizati

e as a trustee
3 years). Oth
Arthritis Fou

Award from 
recognition 

nd Logistics

lty positions 
nt State Univ
stries with Br
directed the l
upply chain.

mber of Com

cc.org 

onomic Dev
Regional Ch

 developmen
f economic d
ent relations.

ing for the R
opment fund
cipant in the 

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

gton and a pa
on of vacant

e of the Mich
her board m
undation, Gr

the Grand R
in 2010 with

at Washingt
versity. Prior
ritish Petrole
logistics acti

mmerce 

elopment, se
hamber of Co

nt and coord
development
.   

Regional Cha
draising cam
German Ma

Transport H
ber 16 throu

artner genera
t industrial s

higan Nature
memberships 

rand Rapids 

Rapids Area 
h a Women o

ton Universi
r to joining J
eum. During
ivity for BP 

erves as the h
ommerce in 

dination of G
t staff. Other

amber for th
mpaigns and o
arshall Fund 

Hub Summi
ugh October 

ated hundred
sites, now us

e Conservan
have include
Art Museum

Chamber of 
of Achievem

ity and has t
John Carroll
g that time he
Chemicals C

head of the E
Flint/Genes

Genesee Cou
r significant 

hree years.   K
ongoing inve
U.S. Cities 

it 
18 

ds of jobs in
ed by three 

ncy (16 years
ed Detroit M

m and VanA

f Commerce 
ment and Cou

aught at Cas
l he had an e
e managed s
Company an

Economic 
see County, 

unty economi
duties includ

Karcher has 
estor relation
in Transition

12 

n a 

s) and 
Medical 
Andel 

in 2008 
urage 

se 
extensive 
several 
nd 

ic 
de 

been 
ns 
n 



 

K
S
 
 
C
P
O
P
E
 

J
b
t
C
i
e
a
 
P
C
M
t
b
 
B
G
D
e
s
F
 
H
T
 
J

Karcher hold
She holds a B

Craig Craw
President and
Ontario BioA
Phone: 807.4
Email: ccraw

WO

Jeff Mason i
between Mic
transform, st
Corridor (UR
ntellectual c

economy bus
and plants th

Prior to joini
Chief Busine
Mason led a 
the attraction
businesses in

Before becom
Group worki
Developmen
entrepreneur
security, and
Fund, a $1.0 

He serves on
Technology 

Jeff received

Grea
Kellog

ds the positio
Bachelor of 

wford 
d CEO 
Auto Counci
474.2028 
wford@bioau

ORKFORC

Key Pre
Jeff Ma
Executi
Univers
Phone: 
Email: j
 

s Executive 
chigan State 
trengthen, an
RC) is to pla
capital of its 
sinesses that

he seeds for t

ing the URC
ess Developm
team respon

n of national
n creating or

ming Chief B
ing to grow M

nt was engag
rship, and bu
d advanced a

billion, ten-

n a number o
Center. 

d a Bachelor 

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

on of Secreta
Arts degree 

il  

utocouncil.co

E, TALENT

esenter:  
ason 
ve Director 

sity Research
517.290.832
jeffmason@

Director of 
University, 

nd diversify 
ay a key role 
three public

t can find the
the new indu

C as Executiv
ment Officer
nsible for the
 and internat

r retaining ov

Business De
Michigan’s t

ged in the are
usiness devel
automotive te
-year fund de

of technology

of Arts in B

ternational 
East Lansing,

ary of the Bo
from Centra

om  

SES
T AND EDU

h Corridor 
21 
urcmich.org

Michigan’s
the Universi
Michigan’s 
in creating a

c research un
e research ac
ustries of tom

ve Director i
r for the Mic
e retention an
tional compa
ver 105,000 j

evelopment O
technology o
eas of techno
lopment.  Th
echnologies 
esigned to gr

y organizatio

Business Adm

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

oard of the M
al Michigan 

 
 

SSION III:
UCATION –

 

g 

University R
ity of Michig
economy.  T
a vibrant Mi

niversities, to
ctivity that fe
morrow. 

n July, 2009
chigan Econ
nd expansio
anies to Mic
jobs and ove

Officer, Mas
oriented segm
ology transfe
heir focus wa
that make u
row and div

ons boards in

ministration 

Transport H
ber 16 throu

Michigan Ec
University &

– Strategic 

Research Co
gan, and Wa

The vision of
ichigan econ
o work proac
feeds new en

9, he served a
omic Develo
n of existing

chigan.  In 20
er $7.6 billio

son headed u
ments of our
er and comm
as in the sec

up Governor 
ersify Michi

ncluding the

from Michig

Hub Summi
ugh October 

onomic Dev
& Goethe In

Planning In

orridor which
ayne State U
f the Univer

nomy that lev
ctively to att

nterprise, edu

as Senior Vi
opment Corp
g Michigan b
008, that tea
on in private

up the Techn
r state’s econ

mercialization
tors of life s
Granholm’s
igan’s econo

e Michigan M

gan State Un

it 
18 

velopers Ass
nstitute, Germ

nitiative III

h is an allian
University to 

sity Researc
verages the 
tract the kno
ucate the wo

ice President
poration.  In 
businesses as
am assisted 
e investment

nology Deve
nomy.  Tech
n, venture ca

sciences, hom
s 21st Centur
omy.  

Manufacturin

niversity. 

13 

sociation.  
many.   

nce 

ch 

wledge 
rkforce, 

t and 
that role 

s well as 

. 

lopment 
hnology 
apital, 
meland 
y Jobs 

ng 



 

 
 
1
 
 

 
M
S
f
D
i
a
 
D
o
s
w
(
E
A
 
C
B
b
D
S
f
i
W
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:50 p.m.  
 

Marietta L. B
State Univer
founding dire
Detroit, MI. 
ndustry-fund

and Organiz

Dr. Baba is t
organization
serve on Mot
was a foundi
(NAPA, 198
Executive Co
Advisory Ed

Currently, sh
Baba was ho
by the Societ
Dr. Baba hol
State Univer
from Wayne 
nventor on a

Who’s Who i

Grea
Kellog

Panel Dis
education

Panel Fac
Marietta 
Dean, Col
Michigan 
Phone: 51
Email: mb

Baba is Dean
rsity. Previou
ector of the 
From 1994-
ded research

zational Cha

the author of
al culture, te
torola’s glob
ing member 
6-1988), a s
ommittee an

ditor for Orga

he is a memb
onored with t
ty for the An
lds an MBA 
rsity’s Eli Br
 State Unive
a U.S. patent
in America. 

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

scussion:  W
n? 

cilitator:  
Baba 

llege of Soci
State Unive

17-355-6675
baba@msu.e

n of the Coll
usly, Dr. Bab
Business and
1996, Dr. B

h program en
nge.   

f more than 7
echnological
bal advisory 
and past pre
ection of the

nd Board of D
anizational A

ber of the Ed
the Conrad A
nthropology 
with highes

road Graduat
ersity (docto
t for ethnohi
 

ternational 
East Lansing,

What are the

ial Science 
ersity 
 

edu 

lege of Socia
ba was Profe
d Industrial 
aba was Pro
ntitled Transf

75 scholarly
l change, and
Board of An

esident of the
e American A
Directors of 
Anthropolog

ditorial Boar
Arensberg A
of Work, a 

st distinction
te School of
ral research 
istorical map

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

e key action

al Science, a
essor and Ch
Anthropolog
gram Direct

sformations t

 and technic
d evolutiona
nthropologis
e National A
Anthropolog
the AAA (1

gy for the Am

d of the Jour
Award for her

section of th
n from the Ad
f Managemen
conducted in

pping metho

Transport H
ber 16 throu

ns to drive w

and Professor
hair of the D
gy program 
tor of the Na
to Quality O

cal publicatio
ary processes
sts, the first o

Association f
gical Associa
986-88). In 

merican Anth

rnal of Busin
r contributio

he American
dvanced Ma
nt, and a PhD
n the School
dology (Pate

Hub Summi
ugh October 

workforce, t

r of Anthrop
epartment o
at Wayne St

ational Scien
Organization

ons in the fie
s. In 1998, sh
of its kind in
for the Practi
ation (AAA)
addition, sh
hropologist 

ness Anthrop
ons to the an
n Anthropolo
anagement P
D in Physica
l of Medicin
ent No. 4773

it 
18 

alent, and 

pology, at M
f Anthropolo
tate Universi
nce Foundati
s, now Innov

elds of 
he was appo
n the U.S. Dr
ice of Anthro
). She served
e was appoin
(1990-1993)

pology. In 2
nthropology o
ogical Assoc
rogram at M
al Anthropol
ne). She is an
3862) and is

14 

 

Michigan 
ogy, and 
ity in 
on’s 
vation 

ointed to 
r. Baba 
opology 
d on the 
nted 
).   

008, Dr. 
of work 
iation. 

Michigan 
logy 
n 
 listed in 



 

P
 

S
P
w
 
S
m
i
2
i
 
S
L
N
 

A
D
e
e
l
s
 
C
S
t
D
s
 
 
T
E
M
P

Panel Memb

Sam Singh is
Public Policy
workforce de

Singh was pr
mayor of the
ncluding Cit

2008-09, Sin
nternational

Singh holds 
Leadership a
News, the M

Amy Cell ser
Developmen
economic ga
entrepreneur
aunched a n

start-ups. 

Cell also wor
School of Bu
the Stanford 
Drivers, base
service deliv

Thomas Cra
Executive De
Mott Commu
Phone: 810.7

Grea
Kellog

bers: 

Sam Sin
Senior C
New Ec
Phone: 
 
 

s senior cons
y Associates
evelopment 

resident and 
e city of East
ty Connect D

ngh took a 16
l nonprofit gr

a B.A. in his
and National

Michigan Stat

 
Amy Ce
Senior V
Michigan
Phone: 5
Email: am
 

rves as senio
nt Corporatio
ardening and
rial education
number of inn

rked as a CP
usiness. She 
Research In

ed in Silicon
very to start-u

ampton 
ean 
unity Colleg
762.0506 

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

ngh 
Consultant 
conomy Initi
313.961.667

sultant to the
s in Lansing.
strategies an

CEO of the 
t Lansing. H
Detroit and t
6 month, sel
roups. His e

story from M
l Collegiate L
te student ne

ell  
Vice Presiden
n Economic 

517.241.5499
my@michig

or vice presi
on (MEDC). 
d entrepreneu
n for Ann Ar
novative pro

PA for Plante
spent 10 yea

nstitute, App
n Valley, wh
up organizat

ge 

ternational 
East Lansing,

iative 
75 

e New Econo
. In his role w
nd leveraging

Michigan N
He has served
the Governo
f-funded sab
xperiences a

Michigan Sta
Leadership p
ewspaper. 

nt, Talent En
Developme

9 
gan.org 

dent of talen
She directs 

urship. Cell p
rbor SPARK

ograms to he

e & Moran a
ars in a varie
lied Biosyst
ere she help
tions. Cell ho

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

omy Initiativ
with NEI, Si
g NEI’s wor

Nonprofit As
d on a wide r
r’s Council o

bbatical in w
are documen

ate Universit
programs. H

nhancement
ent Corporati

nt enhancem
talent progr
previously w

K where she 
elp support g

and launched
ety of human
tems and co-
ed develop o
olds a BBA 

Transport H
ber 16 throu

ve. He is als
ingh will be 
rk with state 

ssociation fo
range of non
on Asian an

which he trav
nted at www

ty and is a gr
He was named

ion 

ment for the M
ams to supp

was vice pres
created the t

growing inno

d an Office o
n resources r
-founded the
outsourcing 
and MBA fr

Hub Summi
ugh October 

o a senior po
responsible 
and federal 

r 10 years an
nprofit board
d Pacific Am

veled to 46 c
.singharound

raduate of th
d Spartan of

Michigan Ec
ort attraction
sident, talent
talent functi

ovation based

of Student L
roles at Ford

e consulting p
models and 
rom the Univ

it 
18 

olicy consult
for working
entities. 

nd also serve
ds and comm
merican Affa
ounties to ex
dtheworld.co

he Michigan 
f the Year by

onomic 
n and retenti
t enhanceme
on for SPAR
d companies

Life for the R
d Motor Com
partnership H
programs fo
versity of M

15 

tant with 
g on 

ed as the 
mittees, 
airs. In 
xamine 
om. 

Political 
y State 

ion, 
ent and 
RK and 
s and 

Ross 
mpany, 
HR 

or HR 
Michigan. 



 

E
 
T
C
C
a
a
s
s
T
a
M
 
 

 
N
a
M
c
c
s
e
 
N
F
S
E
i
 
A
F
w
C
 
N
p
h
 
N
a
a
 

Email: Thom

Tom Crampt
College in Fl
Center/M-TE
and strategic
a regional, st
several appli
systems and 
Technology p
as a mechani
Michigan Un

Neil Sherida
and growing 
Management
concept team
commercializ
sciences and 
emerging tec

Neil is a tech
Foundation i
Systems, Pho
Environment
nnovation. 

At Kettering 
Foundation-f
will involve 
Classroom ac

Neil is a Stee
program of th
helped prepa

Neil has over
at IBM, JP M
and is fluent 

Grea
Kellog

mas.Crampto

ton is the Ex
lint, Michiga
EC and focu
c partnership
tate and natio
ied research 
e-Learning 
program pri
ical designer
niversity. 

Neil Sherid
Director 
Kettering U
Phone: 810
Email: neil

an is the Dire
 advanced te
t and Market

ms, 12 growin
zation of new

d engineering
chnologies. 

hnology com
innovation g
otonics, Adv
tal Remediat

 University, 
funded “Entr
experiential 
ctivities will

ering Comm
he Prima Civ

are a regiona

r 25 years of
Morgan, and 

in German. 

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

on@mcc.edu

xecutive Dea
an.  The RTI
ses on emerg

p building.  In
onal basis, w
projects inv
solutions.  T
or to this app
r.  He has a B

dan 

University T
0.762.9728 
lsheridan@g

ector of Kett
echnology st
ting at Kette
ng companie
w technolog
g university n

mmercializati
grants review
vanced Mate
tion.   His ac

he led the p
repreneurshi
learning abo

l be also be s

mittee membe
vitas Founda

al economic d

f experience
KPMG in th
  

ternational 
East Lansing,

u 

an – Regiona
I office over
ging technol
n this role, T

with business
olving devel

Tom has been
pointment.  
BS from Cen

echWorks 

gmx.net 

ering Univer
tartup busine
ering.  The ra
es, and has t

gical advance
noted for its

ion expert w
w panels, incl
erials, Biome
cademic rese

proposal deve
ip across the
out innovati
supported by

er for the C.S
ation.   In Fl
developmen

e in Internatio
he U.S. and E

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

al Technolog
rsees the ope
logy initiativ
Tom works w
s and industr
lopment of m
n at Mott sin
Before comi
ntral Michig

rsity’s TechW
esses in the F
apidly growi
trained over 
es.  Kettering
 Cooperative

who serves on
luding for:  A
edical Devic
earch interes

elopment for
e Institution”
on and entre
y numerous r

S. Mott Foun
lint, working
nt playbook u

onal Busines
Europe.  Ne

Transport H
ber 16 throu

gy Initiatives
eration of the
ves, economi
with commu
ry partners a
medical devi
nce 1987 and
ing to Mott, 

gan Universit

Works Prog
Flint region.
ing TechWo
300 knowle
g, formerly G
e Education 

n numerous 
Alternative E
es, Robotics

sts focus on t

r the recent 
” initiative.  V
epreneurship
related extra

ndation-fund
g with the M
used for state

ss, working 
il holds dual

Hub Summi
ugh October 

s (RTI) at M
e Regional T
ic and workf
nity colleges

across the reg
ices, advanc
d was a profe
Tom spent 9
ty and an M

ram which f
  Neil also te

orks program
dge workers
GMI, is a lea
model and s

U.S. Nation
Energy, Eng
s, Informatio
the successfu

$1.6 million
Virtually ev

p in their cou
acurricular o

ded “Moving
Mayor and loc

e and federa

in managem
l U.S. and Ir

it 
18 

Mott Commun
Technology 
force develo
s and univer
gion, and ma
ed manufact

fessor in the D
9 years in in
S from Easte

focuses on cr
eaches Intern

m now serves
s in the 
ading U.S. a
strength in te

nal Science 
gines, Energy
on Technolog
ful leadership

n Kern Famil
very faculty m
urse curriculu
opportunities

g Ideas to M
cal officials, 
al collaborati

ment and con
rish dual citiz

16 

nity 

opment, 
rsities on 
anages 
turing 
Design 

ndustry 
ern 

reating 
national 
s 60 

applied 
eaching 

y 
gies, and 
p of 

ly 
member 
um.  
s.    

Market” 
he 

ive work. 

nsulting 
zenship 



 

N
A
 

L
t
D
E
P
p
C
I
e
d
p
c
m
 
H
d
D
d
m
s
w
 
H
i
t
 
 

M
C
t

Neil earned a
Affairs from 

Lawrence A.
the Vice Pres
Diversificati
Employment
President of 
program in T
Communicat
Information.
experience in
development
principal inv
communities
major manuf

His interests 
development
Developmen
directed rese
market analy
study of the B
with the succ

He has publi
nformation t

the United St

Major Gener
Central Mich
time he comm

Grea
Kellog

an MBA in F
 Drew Unive

 
Lawren
Associa
Institute
Univers
Phone: 
Email: k
 

. Molnar, is 
sident for Re
on at the Un
t and the Eco
the Michiga

Telecommun
tion Arts and
  He has bee
n the academ
t, business in

vestigator for
s in Michigan
facturing pla

include inte
t, and advanc

nt Associatio
earch program
ysis and perf
Business Inc
cess of comp

ished and pre
technology i
tates.  

Major Ge
Senior Adv
U.S. Depar
Phone: 202
 
 

ral Michael R
higan Univer
manded thirt

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

Finance from
ersity. 

nce Molnar 
ate Director 
e for Researc
sity of Michi
734.998.623
kallen@umi

a research fa
esearch.  He
niversity of M
onomy, Pres
an Business I
nication/Man
d Sciences, w
en at the Uni
mic and priva
ncubation, te
r the EDA-fu
n, Ohio, Ind

ant closures. 

elligent infor
ced telecomm

on and is a m
ms in econom
formance me
cubation Ind
panies after t

esented rese
issues, inclu

neral Micha
visor 
rtment of Ho
2.282.8000 

R. Lehnert re
rsity in 1973
teen military

ternational 
East Lansing,

m New York

 

ch on Labor,
igan 
39 
ch.edu 

aculty memb
 is the Direc

Michigan, A
sident of the 
Incubator As
nagement are
with his Ph.D
iversity of M
ate sectors in
echnology tr
unded Comm

diana, Illinois

rmation syste
munication t

member of th
mic develop
easurement. 
dustry in the 
they leave th

arch studies 
ding the stat

ael J. Lehne

omeland Sec

etired from t
3 and served
y units from 

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

k University 

, Employme

ber at the Un
ctor of the ED
ssociate Dire
Educational
ssociation.  H
e from Mich
D. program a

Michigan for 
n research an
ransfer, and i
munity Econ
s, Wisconsin

ems, the diff
technology. 
e National B

pment, comm
 He is curren
United State

he incubator

and papers 
te of the bus

ert (Ret.)  

curity 

the Marine C
d for thirty-se

platoon to J

Transport H
ber 16 throu

and a Bache

ent, and Econ

niversity of M
DA Universi
ector of the 
l Association
His B.A. pro

higan State U
at the Unive
25 years. He

nd projects r
information 

nomic Adjust
n, and Minne

fusion of inn
He is a mem

Business Incu
munity devel
ntly Principa
es that is cor
. 

on a range o
iness incuba

Corps Jan 1 2
even years in
Joint Task Fo

Hub Summi
ugh October 

elors degree 

nomy 

Michigan, w
ity Center fo
Institute for 
n of Univers
ogram in Jou
University, C
rsity of Mich
e has over 25
relative to ec
science.  He
tment Progra
esota that ha

novation, eco
mber of the U
ubation Asso
lopment, fea
al Investigato
rrelating incu

of economic 
ator industry

2010.  He gr
n the Marine
orce.  He hel

it 
18 

in Internatio

within the Off
or Economic
Research on

sity Centers, 
urnalism and
College of 
higan, Schoo
5 years of 

conomic 
e is currently
am.  CEAP a

ave been affe

onomic 
University E
ociation.   H
sibility analy
or for a rese
ubator best p

developmen
y in Michigan

raduated from
e Corps.  Du
ld five joint 

17 

onal 

fice of 
c 
n Labor, 
and 

d M.A. 

ol of 

y the 
assists 
ected by 

Economic 
He has 

ysis, 
arch 
practices 

nt and 
n and in 

m 
ring this 



 

a
a
D
s
l
s
 
H
n
h
 
 
3
 

M
e
o
b
 
A
p
M
f
 
M
N
 
 

 

 
A
I
t
o

assignments 
attempt at ret
Department o
security, to le
eader develo

sector on Tra

He is on the 
not in Washi
has two sons

3:15 p.m.  

Matthew Rig
economic de
order to facil
businesses se

As a second-
primarily on 
Matthew ear
foundations o

Matthew spe
NBER. 

K
R
C
P
 

As the Consu
Indiana and K
trade, investm
office also pr

Grea
Kellog

and served i
tirement he 
of Homeland
eading an an
opment in C
ade Regulati

boards of th
ington DC h
s in graduate

Action ag

Matthew R
Project Ana
Prima Civit
Phone: 517
Email: m.ri
 

ggs is a Proje
evelopment, 
litate econom
eize internat

-year Master
applied eco

rned his B.S.
of the discip

ends most of

POLIC

Key Presente
Roy Norton 
Consul Gene
Phone: 313.5

ul General o
Kentucky.  T
ment, the en
rovides cons

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

in combat op
is the senior
d Security.  
nti-corruptio
ustoms and 
ion curriculu

he Endangere
e lives on a 

e school.   

genda items

Riggs  
alyst 
tas Foundati
.708.4239 
ggs@primac

ect Analyst a
connecting s

mic growth t
ional import

rs in Public P
nometrics an
 in Economi

pline in order

f his free tim

CY TRANSF

er:  

eral of Canad
567.2340 

of Canada ba
The Canadia
vironment, c
sular, passpo

ternational 
East Lansing,

perations in 
r advisor to t
In this capac
n taskforce, 
Border Prote

um and work

ed Species C
cherry farm 

s reviewed a

on 

civitas.org 

at the Prima 
sub-state gov
through econ
t-export opp

Policy studen
nd public fin
ics with a m
r to facilitate

me running, c

Se
FORMATIO

da in Detroit

ased in Detro
an Consulate
culture and a
ort, visa and 

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

Panama and
the Commiss
city, he is re
to developin
ection.  The 

kforce develo

Coalition and
near Traver

and put on a

Civitas Fou
vernments to
nomic garden
ortunities.  

nt at Michig
nance. As an

minor in Math
e more rigor

cooking, eatin

ession IV: 
ON – Strate

t, MI 

oit, Roy Nort
e General, wh
academic rel
immigration

Transport H
ber 16 throu

d the Middle 
sioner for Cu
sponsible fo
ng the Globa
initiative wi

opment is on

d the Student
rse City Mich

a timeline 

undation. His
o developme
ning initiativ

gan State Un
n undergradu
hematics, em
ous applicat

ng, and brow

egic Plannin

ton represen
hich he head
lations being
n services.  

Hub Summi
ugh October 

East.    Sinc
ustoms and B

or initiatives 
al Borders C
ith universit
ne of his proj

t Veterans o
higan with h

 

s work cente
ent resources
ves as well a

iversity, Ma
uate, also at M
mphasizing th
tions thereof

wsing the wo

ng Initiative

nts Canada in
ds, promotes
g among the 

it 
18 

ce his first fa
Border Prote
ranging from

College and s
ies and the p
jects. 

f America.   
his wife Den

ers on region
s and each o
as helping M

atthew is focu
Michigan St
he theoretica
f. 

orking paper

e IV 

n Michigan, 
s Canadian in
principal on

18 

ailed 
ection, 
m border 
senior 
private 

When 
nise.  He 

nal 
ther in 

Michigan 

used 
tate, 
al 

rs of the 

Ohio, 
nterests - 
nes. The 



 

 
U
(
C
c
t
 
T
a
N
 
F
A
I
P
 
P
o
C
C
 
B
h
A
I
 
 
3

D
C
e
D
f
f
p
e
m
m

Until August
(Congression
Canadian go
cultural and 
the activities

That was Ro
and was a me
NAFTA.  

From 2000 u
Assistant De
Intergovernm
President/CE

Prior to his e
of Commons
Canadian Fo
Canadian De

Born in Ottaw
holds Master
Administrati
International

3:50 p.m.  

David Lick i
Commercial 
experience in
Dispute Reso
for various ty
financed, con
project won 
enhancement
maintenance
municipal bu

Grea
Kellog

t, 2010, Roy
nal, Public a
vernment's r
academic re

s of Canadian

y's 2nd postin
ember of Ca

until 2006 Ro
eputy Ministe
mental Affair
EO of Ontari

earlier Wash
s, then in the
oreign Minist
epartments o

wa, Roy gra
rs Degrees fr
ion) and John
l Public Poli

Panel Dis
 
Panel F
David M
P3 Grou
Foster, 
Phone: 
Email: d
 

is a sharehol
Litigation P

n Finance, C
olution has h
ypes of infra
nstructed and
an award fro
t for the imp
 contracts w

uildings utili

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

y Norton serv
and Intergove
relations wit
lations, the i
n legislators 

ng in Washi
anada's nego

oy was based
er, Internatio
rs; previousl
io Exports In

ington assig
e Senate) and
ter.  After le

of Foreign A

aduated initia
from Harvard
ns Hopkins U
cy), as well 

scussion: W

Facilitator:  
M. Lick 
up Director 
Swift, Collin
517.371.829
dlick@foster

der with Fos
Practice Grou
Construction 
helped him in
astructure an
d operated w
om the Natio
provement of

with concessi
izing small is

ternational 
East Lansing,

ved the Cana
ernmental R
th the U.S. C
interests of C
in Washing

ngton; he se
tiating team

d in Toronto
onal Relation
ly as Assista
nc., in the M

gnment, Roy 
d, subsequen
eaving the Em
ffairs and In

ally from Ca
d University
University's 
as a Ph.D. fr

What are the

ns & Smith, 
94 
rswift.com 

ster Swift Co
up and the P
Law, Comm
n many P3 p

nd transporta
without any a
onal Council
f an expressw
on payments
ssuance exem

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

adian Embas
Relations).  In
Congress, as 
Canadian pro
gton, and out

erved in the E
s for the inte

o, working fo
ns & Chief o

ant Deputy M
Ministry of Ec

worked in th
ntly, for five 
mbassy in 19
ndustry and t

arleton Unive
’s Kennedy 
School of A

from Johns H

 key actions

P.C. 

ollins & Smi
Public Private
mercial Litig
projects.  He
ation projects
additional co
l for Public P
way intercha
s; and capito
mption finan

Transport H
ber 16 throu

ssy in Washi
n that capaci
well as for m
ovinces & te
treach to US

Embassy's E
ellectual pro

or the Gover
of Protocol i
Minister B Ex
conomic Dev

he Canadian
years, as Se

994 he work
to several pri

ersity (MA i
School of G

Advanced Int
Hopkins SAI

s to drive po

ith, PC and s
e Partnership

gation, Admi
e has been a p
s; including 
osts to the ci
Private Partn
ange; develo
ol projects fo
ncing.   

Hub Summi
ugh October 

ington, D.C.
ity, he was re
media & pub
erritories in W
 states. 

Economic Se
perty and in

rnment of On
in the Minist
xport Develo
velopment a

n Parliament 
enior Policy 
ked as a cons
ivate sector 

in Canadian 
Government (

ternational S
IS (in Interna

olicy transfo

serves as the
p ("P3") Sec
nistrative La
pioneer in de
a material re

itizens of the
nerships; a u
opment of op
or water, wa

it 
18 

, as Minister
esponsible f
blic relations
Washington,

ction from 1
nvestment ch

ntario (in '05
try of 
opment, and

and Trade). 

(first in the 
Advisor to t

sultant to the
firms. 

History).  H
(in Public 
Studies (in 
ational Relat

ormation?

e leader of th
ction.  Dave'
aw and Alter
eveloping P3
ecovery faci
e authority w
unique real es
peration and 
ste water and

19 

r 
for the 
s, 
, D.C., 

1990-94 
hapters of 

5-'06 as 

d 

House 
the 
e 

He also 

tions). 

he firms 
s varied 
rnative 
3 models 
lity, was 

which 
state 

d 



 

H
S
t
w
P
 
H
G
I
C
m
T
B
L
j
 
D
t
 
 
P

D
t
 
D
a
S
E
O
 
D
A
w
C
A
 
H
d
"
C

He is recogn
Small Busine
the Michigan
was a memb
Protection A

He maintains
General Con
Institute of A
Canadian Stu
member of a
Trade and Tr
Bridge to Ca
Local govern
obs.   

David Lick r
the Universit

Panel Memb

Dr. Michael 
the Sloan Fo

Dr. Belzer ch
and is memb
Subcommitte
Economics, t
Occupationa

Dr. Belzer ha
Administrati
with Drivers 
Citations & R
Assessment o

He complete
dramatic safe
"curbside" bu
Chinatown b

Grea
Kellog

nized by The 
ess Advocat
n Public-Priv
er of the Env

Agency.   

s membershi
ntractors, and
America, the 
udies Center

a Capital Acc
ransport Hub
anada; and ha
nments to inc

received his 
ty of Michig

bers: 
  
Michael Be
President, S
Great Lakes
Phone: 734
Email: Mich
 
H. Belzer te
undation Tru

hairs the Tra
ber of the TR
ee on Motor 
the TRB Fre

al Safety and

as led and co
ion and the V
 and Motor C
Recordable A
of Proposed 

ed a study of 
ety differenc
us companie

bus companie

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

Best Lawye
e Award of t
vate Partners
vironmental 

ips with the 
d Michigan I

Associated 
r, Internation
cess initiativ
b.  Previousl
as lectured r
crease their 

BA in Acco
gan. 

elzer  
Sound Scienc
s Global Fre
.730.3941 
hael.H.Belze

eaches econo
ucking Indu

ansportation 
RB Committe

Coach Bus 
eight System
d Health (NIO

ompleted nu
Volpe Center
Carriers" (co
Accidents In
Hours of Se

f the North A
ces between 
es, which hav
es), and an e

ternational 
East Lansing,

ers in Ameri
the Lansing 
ship Commi
Financial A

National Co
Infrastructur
Owners and

nal Studies a
ve, a steering
ly he was a s
regarding ho
infrastructur

ounting from

ce Inc. 
eight Gatewa

er@wayne.e

omics at Way
stry Program

Research Bo
ee on Truck 
Safety, the T

ms Group Exe
OSH) Sector

umerous proj
r, including 
ompleted 20
ncurred" (com
ervice Chang

American mo
traditional U
ve become c
expanding in

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

ca, The Mic
Regional Ch
ssion by the

Advisory Boa

ouncil for Pu
re and Transp
d Developers
and Program
g committee 
special consu
w Public Pri
re capacity t

m Michigan S

ay 

edu 

yne State Un
m since its in

oard (TRB) 
and Bus Saf

TRB Comm
ecutive Boar
r Council for

ects for the F
"Truck Cras
09), "Impac
mpleted 200
ges" (comple

otorcoach bu
U.S. intercity
common betw
ndustry segm

Transport H
ber 16 throu

chigan Super
hamber of C
 Governor o
ard to the Un

ublic Private 
portation As
s Association
s at Michiga
member of t
ultant for the
ivate Partner
o provide ec

State Univers

niversity. He
nception in 1

Committee 
fety and Tru
ittee on Tran
rd, and the N
r Transporta

Federal Mot
shes and Wo
t of Compen

02, published
eted 2002).

us industry in
y motor coac
ween major 

ment consisti

Hub Summi
ugh October 

r Lawyers, an
Commerce.  H
of the State o
nited States E

Partnership
ssociation, th
n and is Adju
an State Univ
the Great La
e second spa
rships can be
conomic dev

sity and his J

e has been A
1995. 

on Trucking
uck and Bus 
nsportation R
National Inst
ation, Wareh

tor Carrier S
ork-Related F
nsation Pract
d 2003), and

n August of 
ch bus carrie
U.S. city ce
ng of interci

it 
18 

nd received 
He was appo
of Michigan 
Environmen

s, Associate
he Design Bu
unct Faculty
versity and i
akes Internat
an of the Blu
enefit State a

velopment an

Juris Doctor

Associate Dir

g Industry Re
Safety Comm
Regulation a
titute for 

housing, and 

Safety 
Factors Asso
tices on Num

d "Economic 

2009, which
ers and both 
nters (a.k.a. 
ity and intern

20 

the 
ointed to 
in 1992; 

ntal 

d 
uild 
y for the 
is a 
tional 
ue Water 
and 
nd create 

rate from 

rector of 

esearch 
mittee 

and 

Utilities. 

ociated 
mber of 

Impact 

h found 

national 



 

b
c
t
"
H
 
 

J
l
B
w
g
 
J
p
o
P
m
 
 

 
M
P
t
 
I
a
e
 
H
a
1
O
 

bus compani
clientele. Mo
transform So
"Transformin
Halifax, Nov

Josh received
ectured exte

Banks and F
working pap
governments

Josh also brin
positions wit
of Finance. 
Prior to begin
markets rese

Mr. Perry is 
Protection’s 
the activities

In this capac
and traveler 
enforcement 

He oversees 
airport, rail, 
16M passeng
Office in FY

Grea
Kellog

ies serving th
ost recently, 
outheast Mic
ng Michigan
va Scotia in O

Josh H
Policy 
Mowat
Univer
Phone:
Email: 
 

d a Ph.D. in 
ensively in co
Financial Ref

ers, and OPE
s.  

ngs policy a
th the Gover

nning his Ph
arch division

Christophe
Director, Fi
Detroit Fiel
U.S. Custom
U.S. Depart

the Director
(CBP) Offic

s of more tha

city, Mr. Perr
operations, a
and facilitat

seven ports 
and maritim
gers, 6M veh

Y2010 were v

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

he Spanish-s
Dr. Belzer h

chigan into a
n into a Glob
October 200

Hjartarson  
Director 

t Centre 
rsity of Toro
 416.978.78
josh@mow

Political Sci
omparative a
form, was pu
EDs on fede

and managem
rnment of On

h.D., he lived
n. He was bo

er Perry 
ield Operatio
ld Office 
ms and Bord
tment of Ho

r, Field Oper
ce of Field O
an 1,300 emp

ry is respons
admissibility
tion for all th

of entry loca
me operations
hicles, and o
valued in exc

ternational 
East Lansing,

speaking ma
has begun cr
a global freig
bal Freight G
09. 

nto 
58 

watcentre.ca

ience from t
and Canadia
ublished in 2
eralism, econ

ment experie
ntario in Inte

d in Central 
orn and raise

ons 

der Protectio
meland Secu

rations (DFO
Operations.  H
ployees.   

sible for anti
y, immigratio
he ports in th

ated through
s.  In 2010, p
ver 12K airc
cess of $106

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

arket associat
reating a stra
ght transport
Gateway"at th

he Universit
an politics. H
2009. He has
nomic develo

ence from the
ergovernmen

Europe and 
ed in a small

n 
urity 

O) in Detroit
He manages

i-terrorism p
on policy, ag
he state of M

hout Michiga
ports within 
craft.  Additi
6B. 

Transport H
ber 16 throu

ted with Me
ategic econom
ation hub, pr
he Atlantic G

ty of Toronto
His book on f
s published s
opment and 

e public sect
ntal Affairs, 

worked for 
l town in Alb

, Michigan, 
s an operatin

polices and o
gricultural in

Michigan.  

an that inclu
the Detroit F
ionally, impo

Hub Summi
ugh October 

xican and L
mic develop
resenting the
Gateway Ini

o in 2005. S
financial sec
several schol
fiscal relatio

tor, having s
Cabinet Off

Bank Austri
berta. 

for U.S. Cus
g budget of 

operations, ca
nspections, a

ude internatio
Field Office 
orts through

it 
18 

atin Americ
pment plan to
e paper 
tiative confe

ince then, he
ctor reform, F
larly articles
ons between 

served in var
fice and the M

ia in its finan

stoms and B
$97M and d

argo, convey
and trade 

onal land bor
processed m

h the Detroit 

21 

an 
o 

erence in 

e has 
Foreign 

s, 

rious 
Ministry 

ncial 

Border 
directs 

yance 

rder, 
more than 

Field 



 

P
r
C
o
D
(
 
M
f
B
 
M
M
H
 
M
A
 
  

K
p
a
C
w
o
 
P
t
i
 
H
(
t
o
E
w
i
T
-
S
 

Prior to bein
responsibility
Champlain, N
of new CBP 
Deputy Direc
(PMO) in W

Mr. Perry ho
from Towson
Buffalo. 

Mr. Perry ha
Maryland Ar
He is a gradu

Mr. Perry ha
Alyssa. 

            

Kevin Smith
providing Cu
and public se
Corporation 
worldwide C
operations, s

Prior to this, 
trade manage
nternational

He served as
(AAM), a me
the Departme
of the Joint I
Exporters an
was involved
ssues such a

Trade Agree
- Authorized
Security prog

Grea
Kellog

g selected as
y in both CB
N.Y. from D
facilities va
ctor of the W

Washington, D

olds an MBA
n State Univ

as nearly 12 y
rmy Nationa
uate of the U

as been marri

 
Kevin Smit
Senior Vice
Sandler & T
Phone: 248
Email: kevi
 

h is a Senior 
ustoms and i
ector. Mr. Sm
(GM) on No

Customs poli
ystems, plan

he was Reg
ement system
l Customs iss

s the Chairm
ember of the
ent of Home
Industry Gro
nd Importers,
d in the deve
as Customs M
ment, Creati

d Economic O
grams. 

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

s DFO, Mr. P
BP Headquar
December 20

lued in exce
Western Hem
DC.  

A from Loyo
versity.  He d

years of mili
al Guard as a
U.S. Army Fi

ied to his wi

th  
e President o
Travis Trade
.474.7200 
in.smith@str

Vice Preside
international
mith retired 
ovember 1, 2
icy, planning
nning, and g

gional Direct
m and held a
sues.  

man of the Cu
e World Cus
eland Securit
oup (JIG), a m
, a member o
elopment of 
Modernizatio
ion of the U
Operators pr

ternational 
East Lansing,

Perry has he
rters and in f

000 to Augus
ess of $100M
misphere Tra

la College a
did his under

itary service
a Field Artill
ield Artillery

ife Janet for 

of Strategic P
e Advisory S

rtrade.com

ent with San
l trade consu
as the Gener
2008.  In this
g and operati
overnment a

tor of Custom
a variety of a

ustoms Comm
stoms Organ
ty Commerc
member of t
of the Busin
many nation
on Act, Detr
.S. Departm
rogram and t

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

eld a variety 
field location
st 2008 wher

M.  During 20
avel Initiative

and a Master
rgraduate wo

e and has ser
lery Fire Dir
y Officer Ba

21 years and

Programs 
Services, Inc

ndler and Tra
ulting and ma
ral Director 
s position he
ions.  These 
advocacy in 

ms for GM in
assignments 

mittee for th
ization Priva

cial Operatio
he Board of 
ess Alliance

nal and intern
roit River Int
ent of Home
the Mutual R

Transport H
ber 16 throu

of positions
ns.  He serve
re he oversaw
008, Mr. Per
e (WHTI) Pr

s Degree in 
ork at the Sta

rved as a mem
rection Offic
asic and Adv

d they have 

. 

avis Trade A
anaged servi
of Global Cu

e was respon
responsibili
more than 6

n North Am
on a wide ra

he Alliance o
ate Sector C

ons Advisory
f Directors of
e for Custom
national legi
ternational C
eland Securit
Recognition 

Hub Summi
ugh October 

s with increa
ed as the Are
w the constr
rry also serv
rogram Man

Human Reso
ate Universi

mber of the 
cer and as a F
vanced Cours

a 14 year old

Advisory Ser
ices to client
ustoms from

nsible for Ge
ities included
0 countries. 

merica, Direct
ange of Nort

of Automobi
onsultative G

y Committee
f the Americ

ms Moderniza
islative, regu
Crossing, No
ty, World Cu
of National 

it 
18 

asing manage
ea Port Direc
ruction and o
ed as the Ac

nagement Of

ource Manag
ity of New Y

New York a
Fire Support
ses. 

d daughter n

rvices (STTA
ts in both the

m General M
eneral Motor
d GM’s cust
  

tor of GM’s 
th American

ile Manufact
Group, a me
e (COAC), C
can Associat
ation (BACM
ulatory and p
orth America
ustoms Orga
Supply Cha

22 

ement 
ctor in 
opening 
cting 
ffice 

gement 
York at 

and the 
t Officer.  

named 

AS) 
e private 
otors 

rs 
toms 

global 
n and 

turers 
ember of 
Chairman 
tion of 
M), he 
policy 
an Free 
anization 
in 



 

M
B
C
A
A
 
 

J
s
B
R
 
A
i
h
C
E
(
 
I
C
i
M
t
I
 
A
a
B
c
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Smith is
Business Ad
Commerce –
Alley, Autom
Association. 

 

John Austin,
statewide ele
Board of Edu
Research on 

Austin curren
mprove the 

have directly
Compact to R
Economic Le
(See www.br

In recent yea
Commission
nfluential re

Michigan—a
transformatio
Inc., which l

Austin receiv
and a Bachel
Beta Kappa. 
children resid

Grea
Kellog

 currently a 
dministration
– Translinked
motive Indus

  

John A
Senior 
Metrop
Brooki
Phone:
Email:
 

 is a Nonres
ected official
ucation. Mr.
Labor, Emp

ntly directs t
economic vi

y shaped the 
Renew the G
eadership in 
rookings.edu

ars Mr. Austi
n on Higher E
eport. He als
a $100 millio
on. In 2002 h
ed to Govern

ved his Mast
lors from Sw
Mr. Austin 
de in Ann A

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

member of t
n, Supply Ch
d Initiative.  
stry Action G

Austin  
Fellow 

politan Polic
ings Instituti
: 202.797.61
 jcaustin@u

ident Senior
l, re- elected
 Austin is al

ployment and

the Great La
itality of the
region’s eco

Great Lakes R
the Bi-Natio

u/projects/gr

in has served
Education an
o was the fo
on effort by 
he co-author
nor Granhol

ters in Publi
warthmore C
has been ma

Arbor, Michig

ternational 
East Lansing,

the Advisory
hain Managem

In addition 
Group and th

cy Program
ion 
105 
umich.edu 

r Fellow with
d in 2008 to h
lso a residen
d the Econom

akes Econom
 Great Lake
onomic deve
Region;” “T
onal Great L
reat- lakes.as

d as Policy D
nd Economic
ounding Dire

the region’s
red the repor
lm’s “Cool C

c Administra
College in Ec
arried 21 yea
gan. 

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

y Committee
ment Progra
to these com

he Detroit In

h the Brooki
his second-t

nt scholar at t
my (IRLEE)

mic Initiative
s states. Aus

elopment age
The Vital Con
Lakes Region
spx) 

Director for 
c Growth, an
ector of the N
s philanthrop
rt Revitalizin
Cities” initiat

ation from H
conomics & 
ars to his wif

Transport H
ber 16 throu

es for the Wa
am and the D
mmittees he i
ntermodal As

ings Instituti
erm as Vice
the Universi
). 

e for the�Br
stin has auth
enda: “The V
nnection: Re
n;” and “Hea

Michigan’s 
nd was princ
New Econom
pies to aid in
ng Michigan
tive. 

Harvard's Ke
Political Sci
fe Terese. Th

Hub Summi
ugh October 

ayne State U
Detroit Regio
is a member
ssociation an

ion, as well a
-President o
ity of Michig

rookings Inst
hored key Br
Vital Center
eclaiming Gr
althy Waters

Governor-ap
cipal author o
my Initiative
n the area’s e
n Cities, with

ennedy Scho
ience, with H
hey and thei

it 
18 

University, S
onal Chambe
r of Automat
nd Ocean Fr

as a Michiga
f the Michig

gan - Institut

titution, desi
ookings repo
: A Federal-
reat Lakes 
s, Strong Eco

ppointed 
of the Comm
 for Southea

economic 
h Michigan F

ool of Govern
High Honors
ir three schoo

23 

School of 
er of 
tion 
eight 

an 
gan State 
te for 

igned to 
orts that 
State 

onomy” 

mission’s 
ast 

Future, 

nment, 
s and Phi 
ol-age 



 

A
f
d
 
F
b
A
5
P
w
 
R
a
e
 
H
b
s
m
o
o
 
R
i
 
I
s
M
m
1
y
S
l
s
s
 

After gradua
from the Uni
distinction in

Following a 
became a par
As the 763rd
500 company
President and
worked direc

Rick's record
and run a mu
efforts on bu

He raised an 
businesses, t
stories is the 
management
of Michigan 
over 130 job

Rick has pro
ncluding Esp

In addition to
statewide and
Michigan Ec
model that b
1997 to 2000
year. This aw
Selection's d
aunched. Du

support techn
state. 

Grea
Kellog

Key Add
The Ho
Governo
Phone: 
Email: r
 
 
 

ating from Ba
iversity of M
n 1977, his M

successful c
rtner in six y

d employee t
y with over 
d Chief Ope
ctly with Ted

d of job crea
ultibillion do
uilding new b

unpreceden
aking ideas 
creation of 

t tools. Healt
professor, V
s in Michiga

vided early 
perion Thera

o creating ne
d local level

conomic Dev
ecame one o
0, Michigan 
ward is prese
database. Als
uring Rick's 
nology startu

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

dress:  
onorable Ric
or, State of M
(517) 373-34
rick.snyder@

attle Creek L
Michigan, all 
MBA with di

career with C
years, Rick l
to join the co
10,000 empl
rating Office
d Waitt - the

tion didn't st
ollar publicly
businesses fr

nted $200 mi
and translati
HealthMedi
thMedia's bu

Vic Strecher.
an. 

investment a
apeutics, wh

ew businesse
l in Michigan
velopment C
of the nation
won the pre

ented to the s
so under Rick
tenure as Ch
ups. These p

ternational 
East Lansing,

Tuesda

ck Snyder 
Michigan 
400 

@michigan.g

Lakeview Hi
by the age o

istinction in 

Coopers & L
eft his home

ompany, he g
loyees. Duri
er of the com

e founder of 

top when he
y traded com
rom the grou

illion in vent
ing them into
a, Inc., whic
usiness plan 
. With Rick's

and start up 
hich was late

es, Rick has 
n. Governor 

Corporation i
's leading pu
stigious Gov
state with th
k's leadershi
hair, the ME
programs con

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

ay, October
 

gov 

igh School a
of 23. He ob
1979 and a 

Lybrand (now
e state of Mi
guided the g
ng these yea

mpany. He ra
the company

 left Gatewa
mpany he cho
und up. 

ture capital f
o exciting co
ch provides i
was crafted 
s investment

assistance fo
er purchased 

been activel
Engler appo

in 1999. Rick
ublic-private
vernor's Cup
e highest nu
ip, in 1999 th

EDC initiated
ntributed to t

Transport H
ber 16 throu

r 18 

a semester ea
btained his B
JD in 1982.

w Pricewater
chigan to he

growth of Ga
ars of rapid g
an the day-to
y. 

ay in 1997. A
ose to return

funds to inve
ompanies. O
internet base
on a whiteb

t and leaders

or a number 
by Pfizer. 

ly involved i
ointed Rick t
k quickly pu

e economic d
p award from
umber of new
he Michigan
d legislative 
the formatio

Hub Summi
ugh October 

arly, Rick ea
Bachelor's de

rhouseCoope
elp manage G
ateway until 
growth, Rick
o-day operat

After proving
 to Michigan

est in buildin
One of Rick's
ed wellness a
board with R
ship, the com

of other suc

in economic
to serve as th

ut in place a 
development
m Site Select
w or expande
n Life Scienc
efforts for S

on of new co

it 
18 

arned three d
gree with hi

ers), where h
Gateway com
it became a 

k was promo
tions of Gate

g he can help
n and focus h

ng startup 
s many succe
and disease 

Rick and a Un
mpany has cr

ccessful busi

c developmen
he first Chai
strong busin
t programs. F
tion magazin
ed facilities i
ces Corridor
SmartZones t
mpanies acr

24 

degrees 
igh 

he 
mputers. 
Fortune 

oted to 
eway and 

p build 
his 

ess 

niversity 
reated 

nesses, 

nt on a 
ir of the 
ness 
From 
ne every 
in Site 
r was 
to 
ross the 



 

R
w
e
d
a
e
S
i
P
C
m
h
 
C
u
t
a
 
 

 
D
D
r
e
 
S
i
f
c
W
d
O
d
 
S
d
a
 
 
 
 
 

Rick has also
wrote the bu
economic de
development
and proactive
expansion op
SPARK has 
nclude Mich

Pre-Seed Cap
Coalition of 
million in inv
hire a total o

Creating mor
understands 
throughout th
again - and a

D
S
M
P
E

Douglas Smi
Developmen
regional econ
entrepreneur

Smith previo
ndustry dive

for nine year
chief admini
William Mill
director of po
Ombudsman
directed a nu

Smith holds 
degree from 
also a license

Grea
Kellog

o been an ec
siness plan a

evelopment p
t of innovati
e support to 
pportunities.
been instrum

higan's Smar
pital Fund, t
Southeastern
vestments fo
f 2,118. 

re and better
what it takes
he state. Mic
as Governor,

Douglas J. S
Senior Vice P
Michigan Eco
Phone: 517.3
Email: smithd

ith serves as
nt Corporatio
nomic devel
r efforts. 

ously was Oa
ersification a
rs as the dire
strative offic
liken on edu
olicy and leg

n; he establis
umber of eco

a bachelor’s
the Universi
ed real estate

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

onomic deve
and was the 
programs in 
on-based bu
business at 
" Using thei

mental in gro
rtZone netwo
the Michigan
n Michigan. 
or the region

r jobs was th
s to plan and
chigan needs
, Rick will le

Smith 
President, St
onomic Dev

335.1871 
dj@michiga

 senior vice 
on (MEDC). 
lopment part

akland Coun
and commerc
ector of real e
cer for Wals
ucation, finan
gislation for 
shed the Offi
onomic deve

s degree in e
ity of Michig
e broker. 

ternational 
East Lansing,

elopment lea
first Chair fo
the country.

usinesses in t
every stage,
ir Open Sour
owing new b
ork, the Mic
n Innovation
SPARK rec

n, while help

he number on
d launch a ne
s businesses 
ead the way.

trategic Partn
velopment Co

an.org 

president of
 He will wo

tners and int

nty's Deputy 
cialization o
estate and de

sh College fr
nce and taxa
the Michiga

ice of Econo
lopment init

conomics an
gan in publi

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

ader in Wash
for Ann Arbo
 Ann Arbor 
the Ann Arb
 from start-u
rce approach
businesses an
chigan Life S
n Equipment 
cently report
ing 33 comp

ne issue for 
ew business.
to start, gro
 

nerships 
orporation 

f strategic pa
ork with ME
egrating eco

County Exe
of technology
evelopment.
rom 1991-19
ation, on the 
an Departme
omic Expans
tiatives in th

nd governme
c policy, spe

Transport H
ber 16 throu

htenaw Coun
or SPARK -
SPARK's m

bor region by
ups to large o
h to economi
nd attracting
Science and 

Depot and t
ted that in 20
panies annou

Rick Snyder
. He has the 
w and flouri

artnerships fo
DC’s statew

onomic garde

ecutive in ch
y.  Smith als
 Prior to tha

998; and, in t
State Board

ent of Comm
ion at Grand

he greater Gr

ent from Law
ecializing in 

Hub Summi
ugh October 

nty for the p
one of the m

mission is to 
y offering pro
organization
ic developm

g existing bu
Innovation C
the Economi
009 it helped
unce expansi

r in this cam
vision and p
ish in order t

for the Michi
wide network
ening, intern

harge of the c
so worked fo
at he was vic
the past, was

d of Educatio
merce and Mi
d Valley Stat
rand Rapids 

wrence Univ
internationa

it 
18 

past decade. R
most success
"advance the
ograms, reso

ns looking fo
ment, Ann Ar

sinesses. Pro
Center, the M
ic Developm
d secure $14
ions with pla

mpaign. He 
plan for creat
to be a great

igan Econom
k of local and
national trade

county's effo
or the city of
e-president a
s an aide to G
on for five ye
ichigan Busi
te University
area. 

versity, maste
al economics

25 

Rick 
sful 
e 
ources, 
or 
rbor 
ograms 
Michigan 
ment 

7 
ans to 

ting jobs 
t state 

mic 
d 
e and 

orts in 
f Troy 
and 
Gov. 
ears, 
iness 
y and 

er’s 
s. He is 



 

 
9
E
 
P
 
 

D
B
E
c
s
(
m
b
o
o
 

 
B
l
C
c
a
r
a
 

M

9:30am  
Education? 

Panel Memb

Dr. Tomas H
Business Cen
Executive Di
countries) an
strategy, glob
(2012) with G
most-cited "s
by Thomson
of the Journa
of Sweden. 

Benjamin Er
ast two deca

Commerce fo
coordinated a
agency as a n
represented t
and led the D

Grea
Kellog

MARKETIN

Panel Dis

bers: 

G. To
Eli B
Direc
Mich
Phon
Emai
 

Hult is the El
nter in the E
irector of the

nd President 
bal strategy,
George Yip 
scientist in e
 Reuters. He
al of the Aca

               
Benjamin E
Senior Vice
Detroit Reg
Phone: 313
Email: beru
 

rulkar has wo
ades.  In gov
for Economic
all operation
national and 
the United S
Department o

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

NG AND PU

scussion: W

omas M. Hu
road Profess

ctor, Center f
higan State U
ne: 517.353.4
il: hult@msu

li Broad Prof
Eli Broad Col
e Academy o
of the AIB F
 and supply 
(published b

economics an
e is an electe
ademy of Ma

 
Erulkar  
e President, E
gional Cham
.596.0436 

ulkar@detroi

orked at all l
vernment, he
c Developm
ns of the Eco

internationa
States at the O
of Commerc

ternational 
East Lansing,

S
UBLIC EDU

What are the

ult, Ph.D.  
sor of Intern
for Internati

University 
4336 
u.edu 

fessor of Inte
llege of Bus
of Internatio
Foundation. 
chain manag

by Pearson P
nd business"
ed Fellow of 
arketing Scie

Economic D
mber 

itchamber.co

levels of dom
e served mos
ent from 200

onomic Deve
al leader in r
Organization
ce’s efforts to

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

 
 

ession V: 
UCATION –

 key actions

national Busi
onal Busine

ernational B
iness at Mic

onal Busines
His specialt
gement. His
Prentice Hall
" in the world
f the Academ
ence (ranked

Development

om 

mestic and in
st recently as
05 – 2009.  I
elopment Ad
results-based
n for Econom
o respond to

Transport H
ber 16 throu

– Strategic P

s to drive M

iness 
ss Research 

Business and 
chigan State 
s (with some
ty areas are i
 most recent
l). In researc
d (for 1997-

my of Interna
d #2 among m

t 

nternational 
s the Deputy
In this positi
dministration
d public-priv
mic Coopera
o the 2005 Gu

Hub Summi
ugh October 

Planning In

Marketing an

and Educati

Director of 
University. 
e 3,400 mem
in internation
t book is Tot
ch, Professor
2007), per th

ational Busin
marketing jo

business and
y Assistant S
ion, Mr. Eru
n (EDA), est
vate partnersh
ation and De
ulf Coast hu

it 
18 

nitiative V 

nd Public 

ion 

the Internati
Dr. Hult is a

mbers in abou
nal marketin
tal Global St
r Hult is the 
he ranking p
ness, Editor-
ournals), and

d governmen
ecretary of 
lkar directed
tablishing th
hips.  He als
velopment i

urricanes.��

26 

ional 
also the 
ut 80 
ng 
trategy 
75th 

provided 
-in-Chief 
d a native 

nt for the 

d and 
hat 
so 
n Paris 

� 



 

P
w
2
 
B
L
f
g
m
 
M
d
C
R
C
 
M
f
S
 

A
f
M
 
I
h
u
p
a
 
H
c
E
w
 
R
t
i
 

Prior to his a
where he led
2004 reautho

Before joinin
L.L.P. from 
firms, Mr. Er
governments
maintains an

Most recentl
directed the C
Chamber’s B
Region of De
Copenhagen 

Mr. Erulkar h
for Advanced
School (JD).

As a native o
for 30 years. 
Master’s Deg

In 1996, Rick
his current ro
units of gove
programs suc
and food pro

His previous
community o
Economic D
where he spe

Rick is an im
the Michigan
s a statewide

Grea
Kellog

appointment 
d and manage
orization leg

ng EDA in 2
1996-2003, 
rulkar repres
s in complex
n active bar m

y, Mr. Erulk
Corporate C

Business Civ
enmark, help
and its surro

holds degree
d Internation
  He resides 

 
Rick Cha
Vice Presi
The Right
Phone: 61
Email: cha
 

of Grand Rap
 His formal 
gree in Urba

k joined The
ole as Vice P
ernment and 
ch as brownf

ocessing man

s work exper
of 40,000, w
evelopment.

ecialized in l

mmediate pas
n Society of 
e planning o

at Lakes Int
gg Center, E

as Deputy A
ed all aspect
islation and 

2003, Mr. Eru
and Akin, G
sented privat

x privatizatio
membership 

kar served as
Community In
vic Leadershi
ping to shap
ounding mun

es from Harv
nal Studies (
in Takoma 

apla  
ident, Busine
t Place of Gr
6.771.0328 
aplar@rightp

pids, Rick ha
education in

an Planning f

e Right Place
President of 
private deve

fields and re
nufacturing s

rience includ
where he serv

. He also wo
land-use plan

st President 
Planning Of

organization 

ternational 
East Lansing,

Assistant Sec
ts of EDA’s 
promulgatin

rulkar was an
Gump, Straus

te energy co
ons, loan faci
within the D

s Senior Adv
nvestment p
ip Center.  H
e and direct 
nicipalities.�

vard Univers
(MA with Di
Park, Maryl

ess Develop
rand Rapids,

place.org 

as been invo
ncludes a BA
from the Un

e Inc., a regi
Business De
elopment int
enaissance zo
supply chain

des 16 years 
ved in a varie
orked for EA
nning, grant 

of the Land 
fficials; now
with more th

Trade and T
, MI -- Octob

cretary, Mr. 
legal practic

ng a compreh

n attorney in
ss, Hauer & 
ompanies, fin
ilities, trade 

District of Co

visor at the U
program for o
He has also s

a five-year r
�� 

sity (AB, ma
istinction) an
and with his

pment  
 Michigan 

olved in com
A degree in U
niversity of M

ional non-pr
evelopment, 
terests with 
ones. Rick c
n business de

with the Cit
ety of positio

ARTH TECH
writing, env

Conservanc
w known as th

han 5,000 m

Transport H
ber 16 throu

Erulkar serv
ce and policy
hensive revi

n private prac
Feld, L.L.P.

nancial instit
policy and e

olumbia.��

U.S. Chambe
over 100 For
served as an 
regional eco

agna cum lau
nd the Unive
s wife and tw

mmunity deve
Urban Studie
Michigan. 

ofit econom
his responsi
economic de

coordinates e
evelopment o

ty of Muskeg
ons includin

H, a multi-dis
vironmental 

cy of West M
he Michigan

members. 

Hub Summi
ugh October 

ved as EDA’
y, including 
sion of EDA

ctice with V
 from 1992-
tutions and s
energy proje

� 

er of Comme
rtune 500 m
external adv

onomic grow

ude), the Joh
ersity of Pen
wo children. 

elopment an
es from Aqu

mic developm
ibilities inclu
evelopment p
efforts to gro
opportunitie

gon, a West 
g Director o
sciplinary co
studies and 

Michigan, and
n Association

it 
18 

s Chief Cou
securing ED

A’s regulatio

inson & Elk
-1996.  With
sovereign 
ect financing

erce, where h
members of th

visor for the 
wth program 

hns Hopkins 
nnsylvania L

nd land use p
uinas College

ment organiza
ude assisting
policies and

ow renewabl
es. 

Michigan la
of Planning a
onsulting com
lay planner 

d is past Pre
n of Plannin

27 

unsel, 
DA’s 
ons.�� 

kins 
h both 

gs.  He 

he 
he 
Capital 
for 

School 
Law 

planning 
e, and a 

ation. In 
g local 
d 
e energy 

akeshsore 
and 
mpany, 
training. 

sident of 
ng which 



Great Lakes International Trade and Transport Hub Summit 
Kellogg Center, East Lansing, MI -- October 16 through October 18 

28 
 

He is a past member of the Board of Directors for the Michigan Historic Preservation Network; a 
statewide citizen organization dedicated to protecting and preserving Michigan’s historic resources, and 
a past member of the East Grand Rapids Planning Commission where he served as chairperson for four 
years. 
 
Rick and his wife Willow, have twin sons (Gabe and Nate), and a daughter (Hannah). Gabe and Nate 
attended Michigan State University, and the University of Michigan respectively. Hannah attends East 
Grand Rapids High School and will attend Grand Valley State University in the fall of 2011. 
 
 
Christine Drennen 
Public Administration Specialist 
Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments 
Phone: 419.241.9155 
Email: drennen@tmacog.org 
 
In April 2011, Christine Drennen joined the Toledo Metropolitan Area Council of Governments in the 
newly created position of Public Administration Specialist. She cultivates strong, effective relationships 
with a variety of transportation stakeholders to build multi-jurisdictional collaboration. Ms. Drennen 
focuses on establishing effective partnerships to manage competing interests and produce consensus 
around regionally important livability and economic opportunities. Her projects include managing a 
statewide conference on freight and producing a regional legislative agenda. 
  
Previously, Ms. Drennen was Resource Development Manager for The Ohio State University’s 4-H 
Foundation. She facilitated fundraising, governance, and membership activities of the 40 member board 
of trustees and managed the Foundation’s endowed and current assets with a current market value in 
excess of $10 million. In 2010, she helped the board raise more than $1 million—5 percent above the 
prior year. 
  
For over a decade, Ms. Drennen played a leadership role within the Canadian Studies Center at Bowling 
Green State University. The mandate of this public and privately funded Center was to build Ohio trade 
and direct investment ties with Canada. In collaboration with universities, government, and private 
business, the Center produced a diverse slate of publications and programming on Canada-U.S. 
economic, political, and cultural topics. 
  
Prior to joining BGSU, Ms. Drennen led the Syndicated Studies Program in the Automotive Research 
Group of Maritz Marketing Research, Inc. Her team was responsible for annual industry benchmark 
studies of new vehicle buyers in the U.S. and Canadian markets. Survey topics included purchase 
reasons, vehicle and dealer satisfaction, initial and long-term quality, and psychographic and 
demographic information. 
  
Christine holds a bachelor of science in business administration and a master of arts in economics from 
Bowling Green State University. 
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John Melcher 
Associate Director 
Center for Community and Economic Development 
Michigan State University 
Phone: 517.353.9555 
Email: melcher@msu.edu 
 
John Melcher is the Associate Director of the Michigan State University Center for Community and 
Economic Development (http://www.ced.msu.edu/).  He has over 25 years of experience in conducting 
research and outreach in community and economic development focusing on issues associated with 
distressed communities.  His work engages faculty researchers and community stakeholders in 
developing regional knowledge economies, asset-based development and asset-building policy 
development, and community economic development. He has served on numerous community and 
university committees and has taught courses on community development, economic development, and 
research writing in the Urban and Regional Planning Program. He earned a B.S. in Urban and Regional 
Planning and M.S. in Resource Development from Michigan State University. 
 
John has been actively engaged in economic development for over 25 years and has participated in 
numerous research and outreach initiatives focused on regional economic development planning. He is a 
principle member of the U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration 
University Center for Regional Economic Innovation, a federally funded project focused on 
transforming regional economic development planning in the 21st. Century. John also serves as member 
of a targeted regional exporting partnership to advance exporting by small and medium size businesses 
in Michigan also funded by the US Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration.  
 
 
Richard Cole 
Professor and Past Chair 
Dept. of Advertising, Public Relations and Retailing 
Michigan State University 
Phone: 517.355.5966 
Email: rcole1@msu.edu 
 
Richard T. Cole PhD is professor and former chairperson of the Department of Advertising, Public 
Relations, and Retailing, Michigan State University, East Lansing.  
 
Prior to rejoining MSU in 2006, Cole was executive vice president and chief administrative officer of 
the nine-hospital Detroit Medical Center, which he joined after retiring as a senior vice president for the 
not-for-profit Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan in 2003. At the Blues, Cole had been a corporate 
officer and had supervised a number of divisions since 1991. He served on the national brand committee 
of the Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.  
 
In 1983, Cole was appointed Deputy Director, Michigan Department of Commerce. He soon became 
press secretary, and then later (1986) chief-of-staff, to Gov. James J. Blanchard. He also served as 
president of the Michigan Education Trust, the nation’s first pre-paid college tuition program. Before 
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joining the Blanchard Administration, he co-owned and operated a communications counseling firm, 
Publicom Inc., and was a principal in other Lansing-area businesses.  
 
Cole currently serves on the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Child- Maltreatment 
Prevention Task Force (Atlanta), and on the advisory boards of the Center for Michigan (Ann Arbor), 
and the Michigan Political Leadership Program (East Lansing). He is national chair of the industry-
relations committee of the American Academy of Advertising.  He is the creator of the New Media 
Drivers License® Seminar series. This university course and executive seminar series is the fastest-
growing and largest off-campus course in the history of the college. 
 
Cole has been chairman of the Metropolitan Detroit Division of the March of Dimes (2005-2008) and 
was chairman of Cranbrook Institute of Science (1998-2002), Bloomfield Hills, MI. He was a finance 
co-chair for the reelection campaign of US Senator Debbie Stabenow (2006) and remains on her finance 
committee. In 1998, he was awarded “Executive of the Year” from the Metropolitan Detroit Association 
of Health Plan Underwriters. 


